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Address to the Hunter's Hill Historical Society by the Club President,
Mr, John Austin, 23rd April 1975 — Hunter's Hill Town Hall

HUNTER 'S HILL TENNIS CLUB LTD,

Pregident, Committee Members, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Firstly, permit me to let you know how I fit into the scheme of things at the
Hunter's Hill Lawn Tennis Club.

President since 19693

o From 1964 to 1968 member of Committee occupying positions such as
Secretary, Treasurer, etc,

o Active playing member of the Club since 1958;

o Regretfully no other family +ties with the Club such as a number of

our present members who can boast of being third generations

-3

When I first heard of your kind invitation to share this evening with you

e DBxtremely pleased;

o On reflection had doubts;

o Realised, not for first time,; how little had heen preserved of our
. early history;

o No photographs.

Such a pity in our community

o 90 steeped in its uniqueness; individuality and historical significance;

o Tennis -~ the sport and recreation for all age groups — must have played
a major role over the years in bringing together members of our
Municipality into common activity and afforded a common meeting place
for discussion and debate.

Hopefully in the future

My club, with assistance of such people as those in your Society -

Can undertake research;

Put together our history as best we can for posterity;

The history of Hunter's Hill which embraces sporting, cultural and
gervide bodies is far too important to be discarded and logt forever.

e © © o

Now what can I tell you about the Tennisg Club

¢ harly history very obscure;

Possibly one of the oldest Tennis Clubs in Sydney;

Strathfield currently boast to be the oldest, but I am confident they
are younger than us;

o No records available showing actual origin.
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Enquiries disclosed

o Tennis Club existed in 1860s;
o Court used situated in Passgy Avenue.

First authentic record availsble 1894 Club Rules:
o President — C. J. Manning;
o Committee — Messrs. Blaxland, Leigh, Lithbridge & Spier;
¢ Joint Secretaries — lMessrs. Fitzgerald and Metcalfe.

Preference was given to residents of Hunter's Hill

e Rule 11 "Subject to the control of the Committee, members may
occasionally, by giving three days notice to the Secretary,
introduce friends, who are non-residents of Hunters Hill, to plaﬁ

provided no member of the Club is thereby excluded from playing < i o
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- Also available set of Handicap Tournament Rules ’

Thought to be 1888;
o Interesting to note that the result of the draw was officially
"posted on gum tree at north end of courts";
¢ oDixteen club members,.

- In 1907

o Affiliated and commenced playing on the grounds of the Hunter's Hill
Recreation Clubj;

Now site of Hunter's Hill Bowling and Recreation Club;

oports played — tennis, bowls, croquet and quoitssy

Firgt minutes available 1917;

First annual report available 1911;

Membership of Club now 41.

¢ o & = O

- Committee in 1907

¢ Such famous Hunter's Hill names as; R. D. Fitzgerald
Helle Shelley
H.S. Lloyd
E.Re Tidswell
H.5s Jeanneret
E.R. Barkers

— As early as 1919 some difficulty in promoting tennis within Hunter's Hill
Recreation Club

o Interview with Hunter's Hill Bowling Club - as recorded in minutes
dated 174919 — showed the tennis club to be in a wvery precarious
position in relationship to its tenure of the courts for any
considerable period of time, After a long discussion it was
decided that the tennis club search  the district for a suitable
alternative site capable of carrying 3 or 4 tennis couris.

Thug commenced the gearch for an alternative site

o January 1920; "reported that block of land at Ferdinand Ste at
present impossible owing to want of title or doubt aboulbt same"
eso "Land unagvailable foot of 'Passy''".

Throughout 1919-1920 Committee meetings held at

"Corio" Ferdinand St
¢ "Malvern" near Bowling Clube

In letter dated 15.11.21

o Bowling Club gave notice of intention to resume the courts for
bowling greens;
o Asked the tennig club to vacate at an early date.

— Tennis club in grave financial difficulties

o Sufficient funds to purchase site unavailable;

e In February 1922 lr. H.lis Shelley offered to purchase 200 feet of
land in Church Street and rent to Club at 1/~ per annum for the
gpace of hisg life and a year after;

o This land, comprising blocks 2, 3, 4 and 5 fronting Church Street
being part of the Salter Hstateo
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